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DSASD ACTION ALERT                       February 21, 2012
Please see below as to how you can submit your comments and suggestions regarding the $200 million cut to the Department of Developmental Services budget. Unfortunately this was not well advertised, and the timeline is very short, but please pass this along to colleagues and family members. 

The deadline to respond is next week: March 1, 2012.

DDS 2012-13 Budget: Stakeholder Process
While California's budget situation continues to improve, current year State revenues remain insufficient. In December, the Director of Finance informed the Legislature that revenues were less than anticipated and that several statutorily authorized "trigger" reductions were necessary, including a reduction to the Department of Developmental Services' (Department) budget.
The January 5, 2012, Governor's Budget for Fiscal Year (FY) 2012-13 includes the full year impact of the revenue trigger reduction for DDS of $200 million General Fund (GF). The proposed budget also assumes expiration of the 4.25 percent payment reduction to regional centers and providers, due to sunset June 30, 2012, and recognizes caseload growth in the community. To address the budget year reductions, the Department is initiating a process to receive stakeholder input in the development of reduction proposals.
The Department has successfully used a variety of approaches to work with our stakeholders in developing cost saving measures. These processes have enabled California to maintain the Lanterman Act for individuals with developmental disabilities while realizing the required budget reductions. To ensure sufficient time is available to develop proposals for legislative consideration for the FY 2012-13 Budget, DDS has scheduled six stakeholder workgroup meetings throughout the State in February and March, as follows:
-  Los Angeles:  Friday, February 3, 2012
-  Sacramento: Tuesday, February 7, 2012
-  San Diego: Thursday, February 16, 2012
-  Riverside: Friday, February 17, 2012
-  Oakland: Friday, February 24, 2012
-  Fresno: Thursday March 1, 2012
Similar to the process used to develop reduction proposals for the FY 2011-12 Budget, stakeholder organizations are being invited to appoint individuals to the workgroups that represent their respective services or role in the provision of services to consumers. To ensure individuals who receive services and their families have the opportunity to participate, we are asking the organizations to appoint consumer or family member representatives to the workgroups. Each workgroup will include:
-  Three representatives from statewide organizations representing individuals and families who receive services throughout the Developmental Services System.
-  Three representatives from each of seven different service categories, appointed by their respective organizations.
-  A representative from developmental center families, the University Centers on Excellence in Developmental Services and the Department's Consumer Advisory Committee.
In addition, the Department welcomes written suggestions from members of the community. These suggestions should be submitted by March 1, 2012 to John Schmidt at john.schmidt@dds.ca.gov or mailed to:
John Schmidt
Special Assistant to the Director
Department of Developmental Services
P.O. Box 944202
Sacramento, California 94244-2020
In developing system-wide proposals, the Department is seeking input from stakeholders on strategies to decrease the need for admissions from the community into State Developmental Centers, opportunities to achieve efficiencies through emerging technologies, the extension of all or part of the 4.25 percent payment reduction, and other savings proposals.
DDS is strongly committed to working with its stakeholders to develop proposals for achieving the required FY 2012-13 savings.
Proceso Presupuestario para las Partes Interesadas Presupuesto 2012-13

Información en español:

http://www.dds.ca.gov/Budget/StakeholderProcess_SP.cfm 

---------------------------------------------------------

Forward to Family and Friends 
Down Syndrome Association of San Diego 

dsasd@projects.sdsu.edu 
DSAsdonline.org 



The Down Syndrome Association of San Diego does not promote or recommend any therapy, treatment, institution, etc. and does not espouse any particular political, educational or religious view.  Inclusion of information or resources does not necessarily imply promotion or recommendation by the DSA. Content is provided for informational purposes only.

La asociación de síndrome de down de san diego no promueve o recomienda ningún tipo de terapia, tratamiento, institución, etc. y no está ligado a ningún tipo de opinión de  partidos políticos en  particular, educativos o religiosos.  La información incluída o recursos, no necesariamente implican promoción o recomendación por medio de la asociación DSA.. Esta publicación se proporciona únicamente con fines informativos.
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