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e-NEWS                           July 1, 2010

DSA Family Summer Social
Sunday, July 11, 2010

12:00pm – 4:00pm

Mission Bay Park, De Anza Cove

VIEW FLYER for details.
This Event is Free for DSA Families
Please Make Your ONLINE RESERVATION TODAY
> > > You must RSVP before July 6th < < <

Opportunity Drawing

 Music ~ Dancing ~ Food ~ Prizes

Lawn Games ~ Contests ~ Face Painting
Bring shade, blanket and lawn chairs

Drawing Tickets will be available at the event
 or in advance by contacting

DSA at (619) 594-7389 or dsasd@projects.sdsu.edu

We have some GREAT PRIZES this year!

---------------------------------------------------------
NDSS LEGISLATIVE ACTION ALERT:

	HELP US PASS THE ABLE ACT IN THIS CONGRESS!
	
Take Action!


	Contact Your Representatives to Convene a Hearing and Vote on the ABLE Act Today
	

	 

	 HELP US PASS THE ABLE ACT IN THIS CONGRESS!
Contact Your Representatives to Convene a Hearing and Vote on the ABLE Act Today
 

As you know, the National Down Syndrome Society endorsed the Achieving a Better Life Experience Act (ABLE) of 2009 (S. 493/H.R. 1205).  The ABLE Act will give individuals with disabilities and their families the ability to save for their child's future just like every other American family, and help people with disabilities live full, productive lives in their communities.  The ABLE Act will allow individuals with disabilities to create a disability savings accounts or 'ABLE Accounts' that would accrue interest tax-free.  The account could fund a variety of essential expenses for the individual, including medical and dental care, education, community based supports, employment training, assistive technology, housing, and transportation.  

 

The legislation continues to have widespread, bipartisan support.  Currently, H.R. 1205 has 180 cosponsors, including 19 members of the House Ways & Means Committee.
 

The time to pass this bill is now- Please contact your Representatives to encourage them to convene a hearing and vote on the ABLE Act today!
 

We've included (below) a script to help you reach out to your Representative.

 

 

 

Script/Talking Points to Call Your Representative:
 

 

ADVOCATE: 
Hi, my name is __________. I'm a constituent from ____ (home town)____. Could I please speak to the Congressman's Legislative Assistant who handles disability issues?

 

CONGRESSIONAL OFFICE: 
Let me see if XXXX is available. May I ask what you are calling about?

 

ADVOCATE: 
Sure, I'm an advocate for _____________. I would like to discuss what a piece of legislation that is very important to our family.

 

CONGRESSIONAL OFFICE DISABILITY LEGISLATIVE ASSISTANT: 
Hi, this is XXXX, how can I help you?

 

ADVOCATE: 
Hi, this is ___ (your name) __ from ___(home town) ____. I'm an individual/parent of a child/adult with Down syndrome. I would like to discuss a piece of legislation that is very important to our family. I am calling to ask Representative ____________ to help pass the Achieving a Better Life Experience Act (ABLE) of 2009 (S 493/HR 1205) this year.  Specifically, we need you to:

 

· 1) Draft a letter to Chairman Levin to convene a hearing on the bill; and 

· 2) Encourage House leadership to schedule a vote on the bill this Congress. 

 

The legislation is being led by the following Members:

· Representatives Crenshaw (R-FL), Meek (D-FL), Kennedy (D-RI), McMorris Rodgers (R-WA), and McDermott (D-WA) 

 

The bill has 180 cosponsors, including 19 members of the House Ways & Means Committee, in the House.  
 

The legislation encourages persons with disabilities to save in order to live an independent and meaningful life while reducing their dependency on public benefits while not jeopardizing benefits.

 

This legislation allows for the establishment of tax-exempt financial security accounts for individuals with disabilities to pay certain expenses, including: medical and dental care, education, community based supports, employment training, assistive technology, housing, and transportation.

 

CONGRESSIONAL OFFICE DISABILITY LEGISLATIVE ASSISTANT:
I will let my boss know that we talked and make sure to discuss this request with him/her.

 

ADVOCATE: 
If your boss has any questions or is interested in cosponsor the bill, you may contact:

· Dustin Krasny (202-225-2501) in Representative Ander Crenshaw's office 

 

Thank you for your time. I hope your boss will consider this important request. Can I get your email so that I can follow up with you on this issue? Thanks very much!

 


-----------------------------------------------------------

Please consider forwarding  DSA eNEWS to friends and family to spread the word of upcoming workshops and events, links to new sites and up-to-date information about Down syndrome. This e-NEWS has been brought to you by Down Syndrome Association of San Diego. If you have comments or would like to unsubscribe, please contact us at dsasd@projects.sdsu.edu. 

Down Syndrome Association of San Diego does not promote or recommend any therapy, treatment, institution, etc. and does not espouse any particular political, educational or religious views. Inclusion of information or resources does not necessarily imply promotion or recommendation by DSA. Content is provided for informational purposes only. www.DSAsdonline.org 









