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e-NEWS                                       August 11, 2008

Dear Families and Friends,
 
We would like to bring to your attention an issue of great concern and one which requires immediate action. Dream Works studio will be the releasing the film “Tropic Thunder” this coming Wednesday, August 13th.  “Tropic Thunder” depicts people with intellectual disabilities in a derogatory and demeaning manner. 
 
Please refer to: http://www.patriciaebauer.com/2008/08/08/just-the-facts-tropic-thunder/ for an overview of the highly offensive script and messaging. 
 
The National Down Syndrome Society is working in conjunction with other
national disability partners to respond to the language and content in the movie. DreamWorks has made arrangements for select members and self-advocates of the coalition to see the film on Monday at 10:00 am at 8 separate locations throughout the United States.
 
NDSS has participated in two meetings with DreamWorks executives expressing concerns with the film. They presented a list of ideas that DreamWorks could do to try to remedy the problem they created. These demands ranged from fixing the problem before it airs, issuing a national public apology, producing a national education campaign, etc… 
 
NDSS Proposed Call for Action
  
It is very important for local affiliates in California to have a visible presence at the Premiere on Monday August 11, 2008 5 pm at the Mann Village Theater, Westwood, CA.
 
As of the time of this Alert, the possible scenarios are:
 
1. Calling for a National Boycott of the film – If NDSS concludes that the film is very offensive and that their response is not adequate, NDSS will call for a national boycott of the film and protest at theaters. 
2. Calling for an Education Action – If NDSS concludes that the film’s offensiveness is less severe than they expected or that, while offensive, the industry is responding in a very meaningful way, then NDSS may call for an Education Action.  The point here would be to use the release of this film to educate the public, while recognizing the film’s offensiveness and the industry’s response. 
 
The Down Syndrome Association of San Diego and the Exceptional Family Resource Center strongly support these efforts to eliminate the use of inappropriate and offensive language and content in the portrayal people with intellectual disabilities in all forms of media. 
 
We will keep members updated on new information and actions taken. Additionally, we will respond accordingly to DreamWorks and local theaters. We encourage families and self advocates to do the same and take action as well. 
 
HERE IS SOME INFORMATION YOU MAY USE TO MOVE FORWARD WITH YOUR OWN ACTION IN REAGARDS TO "TROPIC THUNDER."
                                          
Key Contact information 
 
        DreamWorks
      100 Universal City Plaza, Bldg. 5121, Universal City, CA 91608
      818-733-7000
 
        Paramount/Vantage
      5555 Melrose Ave., Ball/Lasky Bldgs., Los Angeles, CA 90038
      323-956-2000
 
        Ben Stiller, Writer/Director/Producer
      Read Hour Films, 629 N. La Brea, Los Angeles, CA 90036
      323-602-5000
 

There is an online petition now being signed by people across the country, which can be found at http://www.ipetitions.com/petition/stopTropicThunder/index.html. 
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