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e-NEWS                                      June 7, 2007
Dear Family and Friends,

Mark your calendars! DSA Family Social for PArents and Kids  ages 6-12 years on
Saturday, June 23 from 2:00 – 4:00 pm at Teresa Silva’s home, 4965 Porter Hill, La Mesa, CA  91941,
 (619)667-7083. Come join us for an informal family get-together!  Meet other parents and share ideas, Play time for Kids, Siblings Welcome and Light Refreshments. View flyer at http://www.dsasdonline.org/admin/files/DSA%20Summer07%20Events.pdf  

DSA is interested in learning more about the needs of families and children for this age group.  This is an opportunity for you to provide input and assist us in planning future programs and events. We look forward to meeting you and sharing ideas.

On Saturday, May 5th, DSA hosted the 2nd Annual Dinner Dance Gala & Silent Auction at the beautiful Loews Coronado Bay Resort.  The event was attended by more than 160 people (double the attendance from last year)! The ambiance of the ballroom was festive, adorned by an inspirational photo display of children, teens and adults with Down syndrome.

The evening began with a reception, honoring our special guests, Andrea Friedman and Blair Williamson, who graciously took photos with guests and signed headshots for fans!

The silent auction and raffle was the center of attention! Auction items were spectacular, inspiring friendly competition as guests bid for: trips to Hawaii, Lake Tahoe and Sedona; Sailing on the Bay; NFL footballs autographed by Jerry Rice and John Elway; Rick Johnson motor/super cross memorabilia; 'Life in the Fast Lane’ painting, Booster Buddy quilt, and many other themed gift baskets.
After enjoying a delicious gourmet meal and fabulous dessert, we were treated to a film clip of Andrea and Blair’s work. They each spoke about their struggles and successes in acting and life in general. Gail Williamson, Director of DSA Los Angeles, spoke of the importance of people with Down syndrome in film, as well as other media.  

DSA Star Awards were presented to Kathy Aceves from San Diego Park & Recreation Therapeutic Services for her long-time support to DSA and to people with special needs, as well as, Walter Jackson and Clara Downes for their dedication and valuable services on behalf of exceptional athletes.  Loews Coronado Bay Resort and Barona Resort and Casino were also received awards for their ongoing support and generosity. Board members Catherine Iraci, Rachel Goldbaum, Fankie Husson and Matthew Rathbun were acknowledged for their contributions to DSA.

DSA members old and new, and their guests, danced the night away to the sounds of Mobile Music Plus. Everyone had a great time and the event was a huge success! 

A sincere thank you to our members who personally donated and/or rallied friends and businesses to donate items for the raffle and auction, and to our guests who bid generously. 

We appreciate your commitment to support DSA events, and more importantly, your commitment to support programs, services and build capacity. 

Last but not least, I appreciate the help of our volunteers, especially our event committee members and Chair, Jackie Husson, who significantly contributed to the success of this event.  

The Dinner Dance & Silent Auction Fundraiser is a great social and public awareness event for members, their families, friends, neighbors and community. If you did not get the chance to attend this year, please consider attending in the future. Support a worthy cause…our children. Start thinking about whom you might invite as your guests.   

Sincerely,

Kristie Lerma

President 

We have received numerous Dinner Dance photos, which you can view at  http://www.dsasdonline.org/dsasd.cfm?pid=photo_album_select  If you have photos you would like to submit to our online album, please email them to dsasd@projects.sdsu.edu   

Congratulations to our Award Winners!
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Clara Downes                          Kathy Aceves                          Walter Jackson

A heart-felt thank you to our Dinner Dance benefactors:
Adrian Young

Andy Baltins

Barona Ranch Resort & Casino

Booster Buddies Quilters

Burt Sveine

Clark Family

Frank Husson

Goldbaum Family

Grant Family

Hodgett Family

Husson Family

Integrated Sports Marketing

Jerry Rice

Jim and Denise Reynolds

John & Kay Krueger

John & Linda Kurtin  

John Elway

Julie Baum

Lyn-Z Adams Hawkins

Loews Coronado Bay Resort

Matthew Rathbun

Mr. & Mrs. Fred Oliver

Mr. & Mrs. PeterJensen

Mr. Ken Miller & Dr. Elizabeth Baxter

Old Trieste

Ray Romano

Reynolds Business Forms

Rick and Stephanie Johnson

Stephen and Burry Vincent

Steve and Linda Reynolds

Tyler  Hawkins

Would you like to know more about SPORTS for Exceptional Athletes? 

On Saturday, June 9, 2007 from 9:00 am – 4:00 pm they will be hosting a
SPORTS FESTIVAL. This is a Family Friendly Kick-Off Day with FREE Fun, Food, Friends and SPORTS! Play Bocce, Soccer, Softball, Volleyball, Basketball, etc. Learn more about our new SPORTS program and join us at Colina Del Sol Park / Recreation Center, located at 5319 Orange Ave., San Diego 92115 (Near Corner of 54th St & University Ave). Free to all interested Athletes, Families, and Friends. Please provide your own supervision. For information, contact us at (619)379-8422, sds4ea@gmail.com or and visit http://www.s4ea.org  
To view the map to the SPORTS Festival, go to  http://www.s4ea.org/SPORTSFESTIVALMAP.doc 
----------------------------------------------------------------

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
By clicking on an event link below you may view the event details or go to http://www.efrconline.org/calendar/maincal.cfm   for ALL posted events.
Local:

6/09/07  Special Needs Trusts Seminar - the ARC of San Diego
6/9/07  Brains, Behavior & Play – El Centro
6/14/07  The Development of Self-Regulation – San Diego
6/14/07  Community Advisory Committee for Special Education meeting
6/16/07  Easter Seals Walk With Me – Chula Vista
6/21/07  IEP/School Problems Part I – Clairemont
6/26/07  Behavior Issues - Clairemont

6/28/07  IEP/School Problems Part II - Clairemont
----------------------------------------------------------------
UPCOMING SUPPORT GROUPS: 

http://www.efrconline.org/efrc.cfm?pid=Support_Groups 
6/07/07 DSA/EFRC Central Support Group:
For parents of children birth to five years with Down syndrome.

Meets monthly at the Harold J. Ballard Parent Center, 2375 Congress Street, San Diego 92110 (Old Town) from 6:30 - 8:30pm. Supervised play for children up to age 10 is available with reservation. Please call EFRC at (619) 594-7416. View flyer at http://www.efrconline.org/admin/files/Support%20Group%20DSA%20English%202007.pdf  
6/21/07 DSA/EFRC Central Grupo de Apoyo:

Asociación Síndrome de Down y Centro de Recursos para Familias Excepcionales lo invitan a asistir una seria de juntas para padres de niños (0-5 años de edad) que presentan Síndrome de Down
Hora: de 6:30 a 8:30pm. Lugar: Harold J Ballard Center, 2375 Congress Street, San Diego, CA 92110 (Old Town). Habrá una area de juegos supervisada para niños menores de 10 años. Reserve su lugar. Para hacer su reservación, llame al Centro de Recursos para Familias Excepcionales con Edna al  619-594-7407. Ver el Volante a http://www.efrconline.org/admin/files/Support%20Group%20DSA%20spanish%202007.pdf 
A new social group is starting for kids from 9 to 13 years old in Temecula.  Julie Snell is heading up this group and is looking for other parents to assist her in the planning.  This group will be meeting every other Thursday from 4-5:30 pm at various locations to foster friendships and get some social experiences for our kids and their peers with special needs. . Call Julie at 951-699-3127 or 
 HYPERLINK "mailto:temeculasnells@msn.com" 

temeculasnells@msn.com
 or visit  

http://www.specialconnections.homestead.com/Activities.html  

----------------------------------------------------------------
RECREATION:

Adaptive Hip Hop Dance Class with Auti Angel. This class is for individuals 12 years to adult with physical disabilities and will be held at the Martin Luther King Recreation Center, located at 6401 Skyline Drive, San Diego, 92114. The fee is $40 for 4 lessons on June 2, 9, 16 & 23 from 1:00-3:00pm. To register, call San Diego Adaptive Sports Foundation at 619-336-1806.

Have you begun looking at Recreational Activities and Summer Camps yet? Check out our new comprehensive SUMMER CAMP LISTING, by going to 
http://www.dsasdonline.org/dsasd.cfm?pid=Recreation  

----------------------------------------------------------------
SPECIAL EDUCATION COURT RULING:


U.S. Supreme Court     05-983    May 21, 2007

ON WRIT OF CERTIORARI TO THE UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS FOR THE SIXTH CIRCUIT

See related decisions reported at 43 IDELR 162, 44 IDELR 90 and 45 IDELR 3

 

From Special Ed Connection: "Case Summary” 

 
Parents of children with disabilities will no longer have to hire attorneys to represent them in federal court if they hope to appeal an unfavorable administrative ruling. The Supreme Court ruled that the IDEA grants parents rights of their own -- a determination that will allow them to pursue federal FAPE claims without counsel. The High Court did not base its decision on a particular provision of the IDEA, but rather on how the provisions intersect with each other. Writing for the court, Justice Anthony Kennedy acknowledged that the IDEA expressly instills parents with certain rights, most notably the right to pursue claims for procedural violations and the right to seek reimbursement and attorney's fees. However, the Justice observed that the procedural and reimbursement-related rights explicitly granted to parents under the statute "are intertwined with the substantive adequacy" of a child's education. For example, the Justice pointed out that 20 USC 1414(d)(3)(A)(ii) requires a child's IEP team to consider any concerns the parents might have about the child's education when formulating an IEP. Section 1415(b)(6)(A) authorizes parents to seek a hearing on substantive issues such as such as child find, evaluation and educational placement. In addition, the Court noted, 20 USC 1415(m)(1)(B) provides for the transfer of the parents' rights at the age of majority, thereby presuming that parents have rights of their own under the statute. "These provisions confirm that the IDEA, through its text and structure, creates in parents an independent stake not only in the procedures and costs implicated by this process, but also in the substantive decisions to be made," Justice Kennedy wrote. "We conclude that the IDEA does not differentiate, through isolated references to various procedures and remedies, between the rights accorded to children and the rights accorded to parents." The Supreme Court further noted that limiting parents' rights under the IDEA to a particular set of non-substantive matters would lead to "incongruous results," as parents would need to prove the inadequacy of a child's IEP in order to assert a procedural defect or recover private school costs. Concluding that the parents of an autistic child had the right to challenge their son's IEP in federal court, the Supreme Court reversed the 6th Circuit's dismissal of the parents' FAPE action, reported at 44 IDELR 90, and remanded the case for further proceedings. Justices Scalia and Thomas concurred in a separate opinion. "

----------------------------------------------------------------
OPPORTUNITIES:

The Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services (OSERS) announced in the March 14 Federal Register a funding opportunity for governing bodies of Indian tribes to provide vocational rehabilitation to American Indians with disabilities living on or near reservations. A Total of $3,416,000 is available for up to eight awards ranging from $350,000 to $450,000 for up to 60 months. The deadline for application is June 12th. For more information go to http://www.gpoaccess.gov/fr/index.html 
----------------------------------------------------------------
DSASDonline.org ON-LINE FORUM:

Did you know that we have an online forum where members and visitors alike can “chat” about Down syndrome related issues? You may want to check it out. There are a couple listings from some moms wondering if someone else has experienced a particular issue with their child. It is so wonderful when we all share information and experiences with each other and most especially with new families who may have a lot more questions (remember when?) 

In May and June we are focusing on recreational activities and camps. Do you have anything you would like to share with others? A new resource? A helpful hint? Ideas for getting together in the summer with friends? If you would like to share anything helpful, please go to http://www.dsasdonline.org/cfmagicforum/template.cfm?gid=index.cfm  
Here is something from a mom who wanted to share her travel tips with us:
Before we take a long trip (plane, train or automobile), I go to the dollar store and buy a bunch of little presents. I also get juices, raisins and other favorite foods in small packages. I wrap each present and food item in pretty wrapping paper and put a large black marker number (or letter) on each one. I have the master list of what each letter or number stands for. When things get boring or we need a diversion, I can look at the master list and tell my son to “look for number 12” and open it. He has fun looking for the number (math skill), opening the gift (fine motor movements) and playing with the gift, or eating it, as the case may be. We talk about this fun game for a week beforehand, so that he understands that this is not a free for all, that these gifts are special and need to last the whole vacation. We always get small bubbles containers, coloring books of the favorite characters he loves, new markers, small playing characters, a new deck of cards, an old game he hasn’t seen for a while, photos of himself in a small album . . . and the list goes on. I hope someone will be encouraged by this idea. I wrapped each one, so that there was always a mystery and a hope that he would ‘get something good’ when he needed it. I love the prep time and he loves the opening time! Have a great trip!                            - Grace
----------------------------------------------------------------

REFERENCE POINTS: 


Negotiating the Curves Toward Employment: A Guide About Youth Involved in the Foster Care System

This new Guide from NCWD was developed to encourage collaborative efforts between workforce development, child welfare, mental health, schools, and other community institutions to improve opportunities for youth in foster care to successfully transition into adulthood. The youth involved in the foster care system represent one of the most vulnerable populations in our society. Of the more than 500,000 children in foster care, 30 to 40% are also in special education. However, this number does not capture all youth with disabilities in the foster care system. In one study, it was estimated that between 20 to 60% of young children entering foster care have a developmental disability or delay. These types of disabilities include cerebral palsy, mental retardation, developmental delays, and learning disabilities, as well as speech, hearing, and vision impairments. This compares with an estimate of about 10% among the general population. Building upon the NCWD/Youth organizing framework known as the "Guideposts for Success" (http://www.ncwd-youth.info/resources_&_Publications/guideposts/index.html)  which details what research says all youth, including youth with disabilities, need to successfully transition to adulthood, this new publication applies the Guideposts to meeting the needs of youth in foster care with and without disabilities. In addition, the Guide provides facts, statistics, and contextual information about youth involved in the foster care system; gives examples of states and communities that are changing policy and practices; identifies areas requiring further attention by policy makers and providers of services; and identifies resources and tools to assist cross-system collaborative efforts.
REFERENCE POINTS was launched with the initial support from the National Center on Secondary Education and Transition www.ncset.org. REFERENCE POINTS is administered by the TATRA Project at PACER Center www.pacer.org, and funded by the U.S. Department of Education, Rehabilitation Services Administration.
----------------------------------------------------------------

RESOURCES:

Recruitment for Disability Programs
Are you looking to hire qualified and experienced staff? Or looking for a new job? The quickest way to reach the disability provider community is through JobLines on the web. Job postings from around the country with one click!  http://www.trninc.com/jobline.htm  
Would you like more information about special education assessments? Visit this informative webpage  >  >  >  > http://specialed.about.com/od/assessment/Special_Education_Assessment.htm  
----------------------------------------------------------------

INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK: 

"Dreams are renewable. No matter what our age or condition, there are still untapped possibilities within us and new beauty waiting to be born."                                              -  Dale E. Turner
-----------------------------------------------------------

If you enjoyed this eNEWS, please consider forwarding it to

friends and family to spread the word of upcoming workshops

and events, links to new sites and up-to-date information

about the special needs community. Click here to

FORWARD TO A FRIEND
This e-NEWS has been brought to you by
Down Syndrome Association of San Diego.
If you have comments or would like to
Unsubscribe, please contact us at
info@dsasdonline.org  
For more information, visit our website

http://www.dsasdonline.org   
June 7, 2007
Down Syndrome Association of San Diego does not promote or recommend any therapy, treatment, institution, etc. and does not espouse any particular political, educational or religious views. Inclusion of information or resources does not necessarily imply promotion or recommendation by DSA of San Diego. Content is provided for informational purposes only.
