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e-NEWS                                   May 4, 2006

Dear Family and Friends,

There is still time for you to register for the DSA event of the year,,,

The 1st Annual Membership Meeting and Dinner Dance: “Reach for the Stars...Creating a Vision for the Future,” May 12, at the Mission Valley Marriott. MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS ONLINE TODAY!!  For more information please call 619-276-4494, or visit http://www.dsasdonline.org/dsasd.cfm?pid=Dinner_Dance
Here is an excerpt from an inspiring article, Learning to Savor a Full Life, Love Life Included, published in the New York Times on April 20, 2006, written by Jane Gross:

Mary Kate Graham's boyfriend, Gary Ruvolo, is fond of recounting every detail of their first date 13 years ago and each candlelight anniversary dinner since. "God help me," Ms. Graham said, rolling her eyes with affectionate indulgence. Ms. Graham and Mr. Ruvolo, both 32, accept each other's foibles with tenderness. The one time their romance was in trouble — a girl "was spending too much time at Gary's house, and I didn't like it," Ms. Graham said — they went to couples' counseling and worked it out.

Their next hurdle will be moving from their family homes, both in Brooklyn, to a group residence. There, for the first time, Ms. Graham, who is mentally retarded, and Mr. Ruvolo, who has Down syndrome, will be permitted to spend time together in private.

To read this article, go to

http://www.nytimes.com/2006/04/20/us/20romance.html?_r=1&page

wanted=print&oref=slogin

----------------------------------------------------------------

The DSASD Benefit Concert was a BIG SUCCESS!

The DSA wishes to extend a heart-felt thanks to the talented young musicians who recently performed at Christ Lutheran Church in Pacific Beach. More than $1000 was raised on behalf of DSA. The concert was organized by Mt. Helix High School student, Alexis Cabral. Inspired by her younger brother Joseph, who happens to have Down syndrome, Ms. Cabral chose to fulfill her senior project requirement through her passion for music in support of a worthy cause. Musicians Phong Chung, Dustin Stern-Garcia, Helen Leung and Matthew Peterson joined Alexis in this touching and memorable performance.

We wish these talented and caring musicians great success in their future endeavors. To view the pictures that have been submitted to date, please go to http://www.dsasdonline.org/dsasd.cfm?pid=photo_album_select. 
If you have photos that you took at this event and would like us to add them to our website, please email them to dsasd@projects.sdsu.edu. Thank you very much.
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----------------------------------------------------------------

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

For all event details go to http://www.efrconline.org/calendar/maincal.cfm 

By clicking on an event link you may view the event details.

Central San Diego:

5/06/06  How Kids Learn - Gompers Secondary School

5/09/06 Behavioral Implications – Point Loma.

5/11/06 New Parent Orientation to Special Education – CAC meeting.

5/11/06 Teasing and Bullying – Learning Development Services.

>>>>BIG EVENT<<<<<  on 5/12/06 DSASD Dinner Dance 

“Reach for the Stars... Creating a Vision for the Future” at the Mission Valley Marriott from 6:00-10:00pm. Call 619-276-4494 for more information. Make your RESERVATION TODAY – Go to https://www.cybersmarts.net/secure/associat-dsasdonline/secure/stars_registration.cfm
5/13/06 Walk the Talk People First Conference – Mission Valley. 

5/17/06  Understanding Community Services - SD Regional Center. 

5/30/06 Strengthening Relationships When Our Children Have Special Needs - San Diego Regional Center. 
North County:

5/10/06  Behavioral Implications - Mira Mesa.

5/24/06 Understanding Community Services - San Marcos.

South County:

5/06/06 Community Health Fair – National City.

5/13/06 Spring Fling Dance – Chula Vista.

5/22/06 High School Transition Services – Chula Vista.


Regional:

7/18-22/06  Higher Education and Disability conference - San Diego. 

7/21-23/06 34th Annual National Down Syndrome Congress National Convention - Georgia.

----------------------------------------------------------------

UPCOMING SUPPORT GROUPS: 

For details http://www.dsasdonline.org/efrc.cfm?pid=Support_Groups
5/10/2006 Support group - for families of children (birth to five) with Down syndrome in Old Town. 

5/11/2006 Grupo de Apoyo - para padres de niños (0-5 años de edad) que presentan Síndrome de Down. Old Town. Meets again on 5/25/06.

5/17/2006 Grupo de Apoyo - para familias de niños con necesidades especiales. Imperial, CA. 

 
----------------------------------------------------------------

LEGISLATIVE NEWS:

Please note an important federal case involving special education law requiring attention in the news: An Expert Prediction: Parents Face Long Odds in Supreme Court Case on Special Education, is an article written by Susan Phillips that
was just published on April 24, 2006. “The most recent case concerning the rights of special education students and their families to reach the U.S. Supreme Court hasn't generated nearly the same amount of public and press attention as last year's decision in Schaffer v. Weast. (In that case, the justices ruled that the burden of proof in special education cases lies with whichever party is bringing the complaint, rather than automatically falling to the school district.) Yet Murphy v. Arlington, in which the justices heard oral arguments on April 19, 2006, could have a far more pronounced impact on families that seek to challenge the educational placements and services their children receive.” To read this entire article, please visit http://www.connectforkids.org/node/4135. 

----------------------------------------------------------------

RESEARCH STUDY:

Subjects Needed for Research Study at UC Davis Medical Center - Brain Mapping in Genetic Syndromes and Neurodevelopmental Disorders.

We are seeking children with genetic syndromes such as Down Syndrome, brain malformations and neurodevelopmental disorders, age 6 through 21 years old, to participate in this research. We also need children without developmental problems to participate.

We hope to learn more about the way the brains of people with these
problems work. We are using functional MRI (fMRI) scans to get pictures of what parts of the brain activate (light up) when doing things like reading,
listening or remembering, all while awake in the MRI scanner. The time
required is about 2 to 3 hours of preparation and training and then 30 to
60 minutes in the MRI scanner doing the actual tests.

People with metal implants, pacemakers, or dental braces cannot be in the study. This study is under the direction of Dr. Joseph Pinter at the M.I.N.D. Institute and Department of Neurology, U.C. Davis Medical Center. Please contact Dr. Pinter at (916) 703-0361 or joseph.pinter@ucdmc.ucdavis.edu for more information.

The M.I.N.D. Institute is a new clinical research facility located at the
U.C. Davis Medical Center in Sacramento, CA. Neurologists, Psychologists, Psychiatrists, Pediatricians, Social Workers, Nurses, Occupational Therapists, and Speech/Language Pathologists are all working to diagnose and to treat children with neurodevelopmental disorders.
----------------------------------------------------------------
RESOURCES:
New Criminal Justice Publications Available for Families and Attorneys - 

Texas Appleseed's has conducted extensive fair defense research on the challenges facing individuals with development disabilities in the criminal justice system.  Individuals with these disabilities are often unable to understand their legal situation or to know what to do to ensure that their best interests are represented.  They and their families may not recognize the importance of hiring or requesting a court-appointed attorney with experience in working with persons with mental disabilities.  To encourage their better legal representation, Texas Appleseed has produced English- and Spanish-language handbooks for persons with DD and their families to help them navigate the criminal justice process, from arrest and Miranda warnings, to what they should know about hiring a lawyer and disclosing their disability during the legal process.  Texas Appleseed has also produced handbooks for attorneys who represent these special needs clients. To order copies, contact Deborah Fowler at: Deborah Fowler, Legal Director, 512-804-1633 x105, dfowler@texasappleseed.net  Or see their web site for more information: http://www.texasappleseed.net/pdf/handbook_FindingPath.pdf.
Special Needs Trusts: Protect Your Child's Financial Future

by Attorney Stephen R. Elias 

If you care for a child or other loved one with a disability, you’ve no doubt thought about what will happen when you’re no longer able to give that care. Fortunately, there's a simple solution to this dilemma -- create a "special needs trust." This book shows you how to leave any amount of money to your disabled loved one, without jeopardizing government benefits. It provides plain-English information and forms that let you create a special needs trust by modifying your will or living trust document.

http://www.nolo.com/product.cfm/ObjectID/C462E0C7-7086-4325-B8227E48F0B16C6C/



Support for Families of Children with Disabilities Newsletter gave this review: "Does a good job of explaining what a special needs trust can do to protect the benefits of a person with disabilities.... Even if after reading the book you feel you need a lawyer, you will have the knowledge to approach the subject." 
Guidelines for Writing and Reporting about People with Disabilities - http://www.lsi.ku.edu/lsi/internal/guidelines.html.
This brochure offers preferred language, style, and appropriate portrayals of people with disabilities. It reflects input from over 100 national disability groups and has been adopted by the Associated Press Stylebook, American Psychological Association, American Association of Advancement of Science, etc. 

----------------------------------------------------------------

REFERENCE POINTS:

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES PASSES AMENDMENT PROVIDING STUDENTS WITH INTELLECTUAL DISABILITIES ACCESS TO FEDERAL WORK-STUDY FUNDS AND POST-SECONDARY EDUCATION PROGRAMS
On March 29, U.S. Congressman Pete Sessions (R-Dallas) introduced an amendment to the College Access and Opportunity Act (H.R. 609) that will provide students with intellectual disabilities access to federal work-study funds. Currently, approximately 94 higher education institutions nationwide offer programs for students with intellectual disabilities, but these students are not able to access federal work-study funds due to disqualifying factors such as the absence of a high school diploma or enrollment in non-degree education programs, says a press release issued by Representative Sessions. Research shows that comprehensive postsecondary programs have had a positive impact on student rates of employment and wages.

Read a press release by Congressman Sessions' office at http://sessions.house.gov/News/DocumentSingle.aspx?DocumentID=41553

To read the text of H.R. 609, visit http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/thomas and conduct a search by Bill Number for H.R. 609.

New Parent Brief on Employment - Youth with disabilities who participate in quality work-based learning activities have more successful post-school outcomes, including employment and further education. Real-life work experiences help a young person develop job skills for future employment, practice "soft skills" such as teamwork and time management, and help youth assess the impact of their disability in an employment setting and better understand what job accommodations they need in the workplace. "Preparing for Employment: On the Home Front" is the most recent in a series of articles written by PACER Center for the National Center on Secondary Education and Transition. It describes ways in which youth and their families can effectively explore work-based learning outside of school settings. http://www.ncset.org/publications/viewdesc.asp?id=2844
The National Center on Secondary Education and Transition is funded

by and is a partner with the U.S. Department of Education, Office of

Special Education Programs, cooperative agreement # H326J000005.

The TATRA Project is funded by the Rehabilitation Services Administration.

Visit http://www.ncset.org.

----------------------------------------------------------------

EMPLOYMENT NEWS:

2006 Youth Connect Network Summer Job Fairs - The San Diego Workforce Partnership’s School-to-Career (STC) Intermediary System will be providing a series of Job Resource Fairs in San Diego County, in collaboration with school districts, One-Stop Career Centers and community-based organizations. The job fairs will feature a job search assistance workshop, and employers that are recruiting for seasonal positions. The goal is to assist youth ages 16 to 21 in securing summer jobs. http://www.efrconline.org/calendar/viewEvent.cfm?EventID=1874.

-----------------------------------------------------------

If you enjoyed this eNEWS, please consider forwarding it to

friends and family to spread the word of upcoming workshops

and events, links to new sites and up-to-date information

about the special needs community.

This e-NEWS has been brought to you by
Down Syndrome Association of San Diego.
If you have comments or would like to
Unsubscribe, please contact us at
info@dsasdonline.org.

For more information, visit our website

http://www.dsasdonline.org.
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