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e-NEWS                            June 10, 2009
Dear Family and Friends,

Please take action TODAY:

California Budget Update- Early Start Program in Jeopardy
The Department of Developmental Services as part of California's fiscal challenge has to identify $234million in budget reductions. This is in addition to the $100million cost containment package in the February version of the state budget. The 15 proposals submitted to the Legislature have not been acted upon. Neither has the Alternative Community Proposal. The Conference Committee is coming to the end of public hearings on the California Budget. They are hoping to have a response to the Governor's office by June 15th or sooner, with the goal for a signed budget by June 30th.
Proposed reductions could include:
*    Eliminating Early Start in CA 
*    Changing the Lanterman Act to serve only adults 
*    Changing the Lanterman Act to serve only individuals with severe disabilities 
*    Changing the Lanterman Act to serve only income eligible children 
*    Charging families a co-pay for ALL services
Declare: No cuts to Early Start - Support the Alternative Community Proposal. 
View the Department of Developmental Services Budget Proposals 


California Budget Conference Committee meeting: 
-Schedule and agenda http://asm.ca.gov/budget  
-View meetings at www.calchannel.com/channel/live/2

In the current budget discussions, the California Early Start Program is in jeopardy. Families need to know that their services can end as of July 1, 2009. At a recent Budget Conference Committee hearing, the Association of Regional Center Agencies shared testimony to "restructure the Early Start Program, including evaluating existing eligibility criteria for services." as a cost saving idea. View proposed changes at http://www.dds.ca.gov/EarlyStart/ESBudget.cfm. 
FAMILIES AND PROVIDERS OF EARLY INTERVENTION SERVICES
The Governor has presented the Legislature with his Revised budget that calls for elimination of many programs. One of them being discussed is California Early Start!

Time is short! Decisions will be made soon.
Act now and contact members of the Conference Budget Committee and of course your own legislators:

Senate President pro Tempore Darrell Steinberg, 651-4006, 323-2263 (fax), senator.steinberg@sen.ca.gov 

Assembly Speaker Karen Bass, 319-2047, 319-2147 (fax), assemblymember.bass@assembly.ca.gov 

Senator Dennis Hollingsworth, 651-4036, 447-9008 (fax), senator.hollingsworth@sen.ca.gov 

Assemblyman Sam Blakeslee, 319-2033, 319-2133 (fax), assemblymember.blakeslee@assembly.ca.gov 

Assemblywoman Noreen Evans, 319-2007, 319-2107 (fax), assemblymember.evans@assembly.ca.gov 

Senator Denise Ducheny, 651-4040, 327-3522 (fax), senator.ducheny@sen.ca.gov 

Senator Robert Dutton, 651-4031, 327-2272 (fax), senator.dutton@sen.ca.gov 

Senator Mark Leno, 651-4003, 445-4722 (fax), senator.leno@sen.ca.gov 

Senator Alan Lowenthal, 651-4027, 327-9113 (fax), senator.lowenthal@sen.ca.gov 

Senator Mimi Walters, 651-4033, 445-9754 (fax), senator.walters@sen.ca.gov 

Assemblyman Roger Niello, 916-319-2005, 319-2105 (fax), assemblymember.niello@assembly.ca.gov 

Assemblyman Kevin de Leon, 319-2045, 319-2145 (fax),  assemblymember.deleon@assembly.ca.gov 

Assemblyman Bob Blumenfield, 319-2040, 319-2140 (fax), assemblymember.blumenfield@assembly.ca.gov 

Assemblyman Jim Nielsen, 319-2002, 319-2102 (fax), assemblymember.nielsen@assembly.ca.gov 

Message in your own words:
· Programs will close, services will disappear 

· Early Start Eligibility language changes to exclude high risk 

· Evaluation and review for services changing 

· Equal access will become limited for the 0-3 population 

· Why Early Start Services are important to your child, family, etc.

For families with children with autism, you can use the following letter:  https://secure2.convio.net/asa/site/Advocacy?pagename=homepage&page=UserAction&id=276&JServSessionIdr011=m1740srsw3.app17a

ACTION:
Join THE FACE THE CHILDREN CAMPAIGN - see information below.
Write and let the legislators (locate your them at www.legislators.ca.gov) know about your concerns - you do not want to see cuts for services for individuals with disabilities in the community. Ask that instead they support the Community Alternative Proposals that address bringing in more federal dollars and less layers of administration. Tell ten other parents and friends what is happening and ask them to ACT.

Keep informed by checking the following websites:
www.idaofcal.org and www.ArcCalifornia.org for updates.
Proposed Changes to Early Start Eligibility
Members of the Conference Committee and your legislators need to hear from you! Discussions on the budget are proceeding at a rapid pace. Let them know you oppose any changes to the Early Start Program. Let them know you oppose any changes to the eligibility, etc. and support the Community Alternative Proposal and not the Department's 15 proposals for the $100 million cost containment package in the Dept. of Developmental Services Budget
We Want our Elected Officials to : FACE THE CHILDREN!
[image: image1.jpg]



SEND PICTURES OF YOUR CHILD OR CHILDREN TO SACRAMENTO.
The time is now. Important services for young children are in jeopardy. Current budget cut proposals will make it harder for children with special needs to qualify for services, or potentially, eliminate some services altogether. We need to tell our Legislators why these services are important and what they mean to the children and families of California. 

Programs without support will receive the most severe cuts. It has been said that 

"A Picture is Worth a Thousand Words." 
So, send or fax a picture, send or fax a letter - make a poster - let them see or hear from you. But do it now!  Parents  - you need to let our elected officials KNOW that these cuts effect REAL children and REAL families. They need to know that you value the services your child is receiving and what a difference they have made to you and your family. 


SEND Your Pictures and Letters to:
Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger        Assembly member Noreen Evans 
State Capitol Building                               Chair, Assembly Budget Committee - 
Sacramento, CA 95814                            Budget Conference Committee, 
Phone: 916-445-2841                               State Capitol, Sacramento, CA 95814 
Fax: 916-558-3160                                   Phone: (916) 319-2007 Fax: (916) 319-2107

Include your complete name and address and tell them about your child and your experiences with Early Start and/or the Regional Center.  You can also send a copy to the vice chair of the Budget Conference Committee, Senator Denise Ducheny, Chair, Senate Budget and Fiscal Review Committee, State Capitol, Sacramento, CA 95841 and to any or all of the Committee members, especially if they are your representative.

Assembly members Kevin de Leon-LA, Bob Blumenfield-Woodland Hills, 
Roger Niello-Fair Oaks, Jim Nielsen-Gerber/Woodland. 
Senators Mark Leno-Marin/San Francisco/Sonoma, Alan Lowenthal-Long Beach, Bob Dutton-Rancho Cucamonga, Mimi Walters-Laguna Hills

To find addresses and contact numbers for the Assembly Members and Budget Conference Committee click here look for link under Action Activities/Write letters.
Also send letters and pictures to you legislators – Assembly & Senate. FIND YOUR LEGISLATORS at www.leginfo.ca.gov
Please Participate in the Survey (before June 12, 2009):
IDA needs input from Families, providers, etc by responding to a short survey. Please take a moment of your time to answer the 10 survey questions at http://survey.constantcontact.com/survey/a07e2iw0mocfv9q2j1p/start
Your input will greatly affect IDA’s ability to address the issues that will impact the Early Start services. 

Please Forward This Enews Alert By Going To http://www.efrconline.org/efrc.cfm?pid=listserve_friend 


----------------------------------------------

If you enjoyed this eNEWS, please consider forwarding it to friends and family to spread the word of upcoming workshops and events, links to new sites and up-to-date information about the special needs community. FORWARD TO  A FRIEND

This e-NEWS has been brought to you by Exceptional Family Resource Center.

If you have comments or would like to unsubscribe, please contact us at info@efrconline.org. Visit http://www.efrconline.org or call 1-800-281-8252.
Exceptional Family Resource Center does not promote or recommend any therapy, treatment, institution, etc. and does not espouse any particular political, educational or religious views. Inclusion of information or resources does not necessarily imply promotion or recommendation by EFRC. Content is provided for informational purposes only.
