CALL FOR ACTION:

SD City Proposed Budget Impacts on SD Park & Rec Therapeutic Recreation Services

The San Diego City Council is working on the City budget at this time. Their proposed budget will result in drastic cuts that will affect the Therapeutic Recreation Services (TRS). The mayor has submitted a budget which would negatively impact District and Area Manager positions, including some in TRS. It is a concern that these jobs could possibly be given to a District Manager without sufficient experience working with youth and adults with disabilities. Please let the City Council and the Mayor know how important these programs are to our children!
 

PLEASE USE THE SAMPLE LETTER BELOW AND SEND IT TO COUNCIL MEMBERS AND MAYOR REGARDING THESE PROPOSED BUDGET CUTS. Please mail letters to the San Diego City Council members at 202 “C” St., San Diego, CA 92101, or email them. Also, here is the email and address for the Mayor of San Diego.

Mayor Jerry Sanders

City Administration Building
11th Floor, 202 C Street
San Diego, CA 92101
Phone: (619) 236-6330
Fax: (619) 236-7228 

JerrySanders@sandiego.gov
	District 1
Council President Scott Peters 
E-mail: scottpeters@sandiego.gov

	District 2
Councilmember Kevin Faulconer 
E-mail: kevinfaulconer@sandiego.gov

	District 3 
Councilmember Toni Atkins 
E-mail: toniatkins@sandiego.gov

	District 4
Councilmember Tony Young 
E-mail: anthonyyoung@sandiego.gov

	District 5 
Councilmember Brian Maienschein 
E-mail: bmaienschein@sandiego.gov

	District 6
Councilmember Donna Frye 
E-mail: donnafrye@sandiego.gov

	District 7 
Council President Pro Tem Jim Madaffer 
E-mail: jmadaffer@sandiego.gov

	District 8 
Councilmember Ben Hueso 
E-mail: benhueso@sandiego.gov


 

If you know other people that you think would also write letters to keep these proposed budget cuts from occurring with SD Park & Recreation-Therapeutic Recreation Services, please forward them this information. Thank you.
Sample letter regarding Budget Cuts to Park & Rec TRS

Dear Council Member;

I am writing to you about my concerns regarding the proposed budget cuts affecting recreational programs for the youth of San Diego. My greatest concern at this point pertains to the proposed cuts affecting the San Diego Park and Recreation Department, Therapeutic Recreation Services staff and programs. 

Therapeutic Recreation Services provides valuable programs for persons with disabilities under the direction of the current District Manager and her staff. They have created a safe, accepting environment where my child can have the same social experiences that the rest of the population take for granted. Diminishing this program would be a huge step backwards for the San Diego community. Multitudes of individuals have worked tirelessly over the years to create an inclusive and adaptive recreational environment for ALL ITS CITIZENS. Please find a way to move forward without negatively impacting the current organizational structure of TRS. Citizens with disabilities have fewer recreational and social opportunities, and any further reduction in programs will adversely affect their quality of life. In addition, TRS offers many other programs for community members. Some programs offer opportunities for the general public to interact with individuals with disabilities, thereby promoting disability awareness and inclusion.

The current TRS administration has over 20 years experience and brings their extensive knowledge and expertise in working with people with disabilities.  TRS is an award winning program which is known throughout the nation. There are many issues associated with running programs for people with disabilities, including medical concerns, medications, behavior disorders, legal requirements, as well as risk and liability issues. This program serves as the only avenue for recreation and socialization for many children.  

Please try to preserve this wonderful team that has been built over the years. I fear that the services to my child would be severely harmed by placing the program under a District Manager who did not have the specialized training to work with this population. Without a knowledgeable expert leading this program, I anticipate issues with safety and quality of services. 

As a parent of a child with disabilities, I ask you with respect and urgency to please consider all the ramifications to the disabled community in San Diego as you prepare the Fiscal Year 2009 Budget. I strongly urge you to AVOID CUTS to any personnel or services in the Park and Recreation Department, Therapeutic Recreation Services. Please do not take away a VERY IMPORTANT ASPECT of my child’s life. Children with disabilities need the programs offered by the Therapeutic Recreation Services. The community needs these programs that cannot be found anywhere else in the county. My child would suffer greatly if you choose to cut the programs or personnel that run these successful programs. 

Respectfully,

